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I not only can entirely agree with what is said in this article “Justice for All or Justice for Sale?” I also can prove that this represents the truth,  because I have been fighting openly against this abusive system of tax cheating, fraud, and other financial crimes for more than 10 years. 

Today,  the biggest problem facing society today all over the world is systemic  corruption. This is at the root of solving almost every other critical problem that we face, from banking and the environment to poverty and unemployment. It is a problem that I have been fighting for years. 

I am a decent, reasonable, educated Swiss citizen. Over the last decade I have learned the hard way  that government and the global financial elite that it over-represents,  not only rewrite laws but also encourage  judicial authorities to bend and circumvent laws to serve their private interests. They manage to achieve this  even though many of us live in "democracies”, where the weak are supposed to be protected from the oligarchs. 

To provide a  concrete example, let me just cite my own experience.  As the Chief Operating Officer of the Julius Baer Group's Cayman subsidiary, when I discovered the Group's abusive practices with respect to its high and ultrahigh net worth clients,  before going public I made many many attempts to fight this corrupt system from within. But when I made Julius Baer Management aware of what was going on, I got the treatment that many corporate whistleblowers receive --- I ignored, warned,  and then finally fired.

Eventually with the help of WikiLeaks and the Guardian UK, information was made available that offered concrete proof of the outrageous private banking abuses that I had discovered to the world.  In addition: 

1. I approached the Swiss Tax Authorities for protection. This was not granted. To this day there is still no legal protection for whistleblower  nor any witness protection program in Switzerland. Indeed, the Swiss are by far the most aggressive in chasing whistleblowers all over the world.

2. I made certain European and American officials aware of the abusive practices that  I had discovered. Curiously, the only result was that Julius Baer Group's top lawyer invited me for a meeting. Apparently he had  been tipped off by hiss excellent connections in high places. At that meeting, he warned me that  I should stop my whistleblowing  because "Julius Baer has much better connections than you do, and we will see to it that you are ignored  wherever you go."

3. I made Swiss prosecuting attorneys  aware of the abusive practices of Julius Baer. in response, I was investigated and taken to prison in Switzerland for a total of 218 days. 

4. I filed several complaints against Julius Baer  at the State of Zurich, and I was turned down several times by the judges of the High Courts of Zurich 

5. I filed a detailed complaint at the Swiss Federal Prosecution Office of Switzerland,  providing a lot of details. The  complaint was turned down within 10 days.  

6. When I  connected to foreign tax authorities, I found out once the data was handed over they went  silent. Some investigators gave me informal feedback that they had had been told to stop the investigations. Obviously, Swiss banks and their clients are very well connected. Indeed, they have a conscious strategy of recruiting influential people, including public officials, as friends and clients.

7. I filed a complaint at the European Court of Human Rights against Swiss Bank Secrecy in 2008 which was accepted but on May 28th, 2012 a junior judge turned it down without clear reasoning only referring to general statements and no right of appeal her decision.  
https://wikileaks.org/wiki/Rudolf_Elmer_files_against_Swiss_banking_secrecy_at_ECHR
The worst part, and the hardest to describe, has been the psychological terror against  my family, friends and co-workers, orchestrated by private investigators of the bank and the authorities. These continue to this day. 

So this was how I learned how “Systemic Corruption” really works today in our global Society. This  system persists because there is a kind of  willful blindness, in addition to the common practice of silencing truth tellers if you cannot destroy the evidence. The media, including most leading Swiss newspapers and Swiss stately television,  are a striking example. This has become our finest art. 

Therefore, we have to understand just how important  this Swiss – US DOJ  deal  is.  

It is really about a decision by global society not  to crack down on secrecy jurisdictions or to  jail sentences to stop global financial crimes -- a decision to accept  “Systemic Corruption” as it is, so that the man in the street continues to suffer and pay taxes which financial institutions, multinational conglomerates, and  high net worth individuals continue to avoid them.  

The ball is now in the hands of the US Congress to halt this lousy deal and bring Swiss financial crooks to justice, so that Swiss Pirate Banking stops once and for all. 

Switzerland is so much better than this!  Is our reputation, the future of our next generation,  and fundamental justice really for sale. Will the richest government in the world sell it? And for such a low price?

Rudolf Elmer

